
Oregon State University 

Requirements for Recognition of a Student Government 

 

I. Recognition of a Student Government 

Oregon State University (“University”) recognizes and appreciates the distinct knowledge 

and contributions that students bring to decision-making processes. The University 

President (President) adopts these Requirements for Recognition of a Student Government 

as a designee of the Board of Trustees (“Board”) to further codify the primacy of student 

involvement in shared governance at the University.  

 

Shared governance is most effective when it recognizes that the University benefits from 

shared consultation and contribution to decision-making by students, administration, 

faculty, and staff. Essential to its success is a shared commitment to collegiality, 

cooperation, and mutual respect.   

 

The Board and the President of the University (“President”) currently recognize two 

student governments (each, a “Recognized Student Government”). These are the 

Associated Students of Oregon State University (“ASOSU”) representing students of the 

Corvallis campus, and the Associated Students of Cascades Campus (“ASCC”) 

representing students of the OSU-Cascades campus. 

 

II. Establishment of a New Recognized Student Government 

It is the Board’s intention that there be no more than one recognized student government 

for each campus. Should any campus not represented by a recognized student government 

propose to establish a student government for recognition, such recognition requires 

approval of the University President as the Board’s designee. To submit the matter to the 

President for consideration, the proposed student government must submit a brief written 

proposal to the President describing the newly proposed student government that includes 

an initial description of its purpose, constituent members to be served, and reasons 

recognition of a new student government will support OSU students and the mission of the 

university.   

 

Prior to submission to the President, the proposal must be presented to the Vice Provost 

for Student Affairs for feedback. Such feedback must be presented to the President prior to 

their decision on recognition of the new student government.  Recognition shall be granted 

by confirmation of the President. 

 

 



III. Student Voice and Shared Governance 

As expressed in “OSU and Recognized Student Government Commitment on Student 

Engagement in Shared Governance” (University Policy 02-300), Recognized Student 

Governments are vitally important to fulfilling the University’s commitment to shared 

governance.  It is crucial that Recognized Student Governments have a significant, 

meaningful and participatory role in important university decisions so that the student 

voice is woven into the fabric of the University and driving its growth, development, and 

success. 

 

The overall purpose of a Recognized Student Government is to (a) provide a voice to 

University students with respect to matters of shared governance, (b) promote the 

academic, developmental, and activity-related interests of its student members, and (c) 

provide a means to decide matters expressly delegated by law to recognized student 

governments. 

 

A common feature of any shared governance environment is a recognition that a different 

shared governance partner may bear ultimate responsibility by law, policy, or other 

reasons for decisions. Fundamental to OSU’s vision for shared governance is that, 

regardless which shared governance partner is responsible for a decision, each must 

extend to the other a meaningful opportunity to provide input on key decisions, 

particularly those relating to student life, student government, and student affairs.   

 

IV. Requirements of Recognition  

 

(1) The Recognized Student Government must be established for the purpose 

of representing its entire student body constituency in the shared 

governance model. A Recognized Student Government shall: 

 

(a) Operate with the primary purpose of representation and support of 

the Recognized Student Government’s constituent body of 

university students. 

 

(b) Organize and operate in compliance with federal and state law, 

including Oregon Government Ethics Laws. 
 

(c) Operate in compliance with OSU policies, including the Code of 

Student Conduct. 

 

(d) Maintain and make publicly available up-to-date governing 

documents that reflect the current state of governance of the 

Recognized Student Government including, but not limited to, its 

constitution, statutes, bylaws, election rules, handbooks, 

applicable Codes of Conduct, and any other documents required 

by these Recognition Requirements.   

 



(e) Manage, budget, and allocate fees toward the full costs of the 

services, facilities, supplies, and personnel related to the 

operation and activities of the Recognized Student Government, 

including its programs and activities. University Administration 

is responsible for implementing the use of the allocated funds and 

oversight of the budgeted activities or personnel.  

 
i. Such allocation toward services and supplies shall include the 

costs of at least one designated Recognized Student 

Government Advisor to be employed by the University to 

support the operations, supervise student employees, and 

serve as liaison between the Recognized Student Government 

and University Administration. The Office of Human 

Resources will consult leadership of the Recognized Student 

Government about the job description and responsibilities of 

the Recognized Student Government Advisor. 

ii. A newly recognized student government shall also be afforded 

a reasonable grace period sufficient to allow the establishment 

and implementation of that newly recognized student 

government’s organizational structure, governance, and fees 

before it shall be required to allocate fees to the costs 

specified in subsection IV(e). 

 

(f) Require appropriate leadership of the Recognized Student 

Government to maintain familiarity with Oregon public records 

and public meetings laws, University policies and these 

Recognition Requirements.   

 

(g) Maintain an inclusive environment that is welcoming of all and 

free of discrimination.    

 

(2) The Recognized Student Government will also establish procedures for 

the annual election of leadership and adoption of ballot initiatives. The 

established procedures will seek to ensure the following:  

 

(a) Election ballots are readily accessible to all eligible voters 

 

(b) Establishment of an appropriate minimum participation by 

student constituents in election and referendum proceedings 

necessary to certify an election. 

 

(c) That uncontested elections are highly discouraged and guidelines 

created that only allow uncontested elections after multiple 

attempts to broadly advertise and conduct a contested election. 

 



(d) Establishment of a timely process to contest election proceedings, 

including violations of election rules.   

 

(e) Establishment of a process through which participants in an 

election grievance can request independent and impartial 

determination that the Recognized Student Government faithfully 

adhered to its established election processes. 

 

(f) That election procedures conform to viewpoint neutrality 

requirements as articulated in U.S. Supreme Court case Board of 

Regents of the University of Wisconsin System v. Southworth. 

 

V. Recognition – Roles and Obligations 

(1) The Recognized Student Government is the official liaison between the 

Recognized Student Government’s constituents and the University 

Administration. It is the responsibility of the Recognized Student 

Government to represent its entire constituent student body. 

 

(2) The Recognized Student Government’s role in shared governance is as 

follows: 

 

(a) The Recognized Student Governments has a significant and 

meaningful role in the institutional governance of the university, 

including the opportunity for active, formal student involvement in 

commissions, committees, councils, workgroups, and other 

activities related to their sphere of university governance. 

 

(b) The Recognized Student Government has a participatory role that 

allows input into University Administration decisions and 

processes related to the University mission and vision, institutional 

strategic planning, institutional budgeting and planning, academic 

policy setting, selection and appointment of University 

Administrators, faculty and staff members, student codes of 

conduct, facility use and space allocation, and the setting of 

tuition, fees, room, and board. The extent of Recognized Student 

Governments’ participation typically depends on the nexus 

between the position, policy, facility, or issue and the impacted 

student program or activity. 

 

(3) Tuition and Mandatory Enrollment Fees. Under ORS 352.102, and in 

accordance with the Board policy on Tuition and Fee Process, the Board 

may authorize, establish, eliminate, collect, manage, use in any manner 

and expend all revenue derived from tuition and mandatory enrollment 

fees. Upon request, two students representing the Recognized Student 

Government shall participate in the University’s advisory body that is 

established to advise the President on the President’s recommendations to 



the Board regarding resident tuition and mandatory enrollment fees for an 

upcoming academic year.  

 

(4) Mandatory Incidental Fees. Under ORS 352.105, the Recognized Student 

Government will decide the amount of the mandatory incidental fee it will 

request that the Board collect. The Board will collect mandatory 

incidental fees upon the request of the Recognized Student Government 

under a process established by the Recognized Student Government.  The 

Recognized Student Government will make a good faith effort to 

collaborate with the Board and President prior to finalizing any process to 

collect mandatory incidental fees and will notify the Board and President 

of each process and subsequent changes to process. 

 

(a) The Recognized Student Government shall collaborate with the 

President and Vice Provost for Student Affairs in the preparation 

of a joint presentation to the Board regarding any proposal that the 

Board authorize, establish, or eliminate any incidental fee for any 

programs. 

 

(b) The Board or President may refuse the proposed fee, use of a fee 

or decision to modify a fee for the reasons specified by ORS 

352.105(2). 

 

(c) In addition, the Recognized Student Government will establish an 

annual process for allocating the mandatory incidental fee. The 

process must include:  

 

i. An overview of the process, including a concise explanation 

of roles and responsibilities of the participants in the process 

that is consistent with applicable law and University policies 

and standards. 

 

ii. Reasonable deadlines established no later than October 31 

each academic year. 

 

iii. The opportunity for broad student comment and engagement 

from its constituency. 

 

iv. Consultation with the University Administration about how 

the Recognized Student Government’s funding decisions can 

be implemented by the University Administration, including 

budget projections. 

 

v. Timely progress reports about the allocation process to the 

Student Government Advisor, Dean of Students, and the 

Office of the President. 



 

VI. Reaffirmation and Revocation of Recognition 

(1) The President shall review and update these Recognition Requirements 

every five years and reaffirm the status of all Recognized Student 

Governments subject to any updates at that time. The Recognized 

Student Government will be invited to present and report updates for 

Reaffirmation of Recognition.   

(2) Recognition may be revoked by the President. Consideration for 

revocation would be introduced based on the grounds the Recognized 

Student Government was not complying with the requirements contained 

within this document. Matters of free speech or public policy, differences 

of opinion about university decision-making or leadership, (e.g., votes of 

no confidence, endorsing contrary policy positions, etc.) and other 

expressions of viewpoint shall not be grounds for revocation of 

recognition. 

 

VII. Document History 

(1) Adopted by OSU President Jayathi Murthy, as designee of the Board of 

Trustees on Wednesday, May 29, 2024. 

 


